UNDER   THE   FASCIST   YOKE

and her dependencies vaster. And if this should not be so, if our
people do not feel within them the desire for fresh conquests, then
they must make ready to disappear, for the feeling and instinct
to possess and dominate are innate in mankind."

Claims, conquests, domination: in these three words lies the
essence of the Franco neo-Imperialism. Thus are the dreams of
Hitler and Mussolini realised: a Spain mobilized on the side of
the aggressive nations against the "satiated plutocracies."

"Since the day of victory," wrote M. Bertrand Allard, a notori-
ous Franquist, in the Revue Hebdomadaire of Paris, "the men in
Berlin have not ceased to 'run* the Phalangist party. Making the
most of that natural well-being born of victory, they have inspired
it with the irredentist spirit, a spirit most propitious for a rapproche-
ment with the Axis."

It should be said that these men "in Berlin" have succeeded in
their task. It is therefore not surprising that Franco is not content
merely to proclaim the idea of Empire, but that he so often adds
scarcely-veiled threats. "I assure you," declared the "Leader" to
the Italo-German-Spanish aviators at a meeting in the Barajas
aerodrome, "that this present force will be increased a hundred-
fold by the material which is later to be launched in the air. The
air force must be ready. It constitutes the muscles of steel which
will build the Empire, which will make Spain once more a great
nation."

A few weeks later, in the most strongly fortified Atlantic port
of Spain, he said: "Ferrol cannot turn her back on the sea; in her
arsenals we will build up the war units which are to give Spain
back her Empire."

No, it is of no "spiritual" and "pacific" Empire of which the
Franquists dream. Neither have they left any doubt as to the
conquests which they are preparing by "increasing their air force
a hundredfold" and by '^building up their war units." Their
claims are already clearly formulated, and only await the "pro-
pitious moment" for official presentation.

"To what will Spain lay claim?" asks Professor OKveros.
"Better not to talk about the matter," he begins in a sudden
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